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the use of the American Thorn for hedges. This was the
favorite, though not exclusive object of his zealous in-
dustry. Rare fruits and flowers were his pride and
delight: this similarity of tastes made Mr. Jefferson find
peculiar pleasure, in furnishing him with foreign plants
and seeds, and in visiting his plantations on the high
banks of the Potomac, Although the President made
no visits in the city, he would often call on acquaintances,
whose houses he passed in his rides, and show a lively
interest in their rural improvements; with such he would
always share the plants and seeds he received from
abroad. Mr. Jefferson was known in Europe as'much,
if not more, as a philosopher, than as a politician, IVIr.
Jefferson's acquaintance in this wide and distinguished
circle in Paris, made him well known throughout Eu-
rope, and when he became President his reputation as a
Philosopher and man of letters brought many literary
and scientific foreigners to our country. Among others
Baron Humboldt, one clay in answer to some enquiries
addressee! to this celebrated traveller, he replied, "I have
come not to see your great Rivers and Mountains, but
to become acquainted with your great-men." Of these,
he held Mr. Jefferson in the highest estimation. Soon
after the Baron's arrival on our shores, he hastened to
Washington, and during his visit to our city, passed many
hours of every day with Mr. Jefferson. Baron Hum-
boldt, formed not his estimate of men and manners, by
their habiliments and conventionalisms, and refined as
were his tastes, and polished as were his manners, he was
neither shocked or disgusted, as was the case with the
British Minister (Mr* Foster) by the old fashioned
form, ill-chosen colours, or simple material of the Pres-
ident's dress. Neither did he remark the deficiency of
elegance in his person, or of polish in his manners, butountryhe,nor of Virginia at the time, fled to darter's Mountain to avoid capture,
